
Is a Name Change Required?
By Kimberly A. Paton, Esq.

Oftentimes,� pieoppiee 
hinne 
ht
 t pierss,opn opffiinteey ihtnges, 
heinrs ntme 
op ge
 t “frrses,h s,
trs
 � s,cih ts, tfters t
mtrsrsintge win
h t 
rstdintiopnte ntme ihtnge oprs t iopcpiee roprsminng t new� iopmbinned ntme; rseversting 
op t 
mtinden ntme tfters t dinvoprsie; beitcs,e opr t btd s,in
cttiopn 
ht
 ins, htcnting 
hem; tdoppiting t ihined; 
tngeiniinzinng t ntme 
op beend inn; oprs jcs,
 beitcs,e yopc dopn’
 einee yopcrs ntme.

Mtny opr 
hes,e s,in
cttiopns, trse pitrs
 opr tnop
hers eegte pirsopies,s, tnd inniecde jcs,
 iheieinng t bopx.

Therse trse op
hers times,� hopwevers� 
ht
 itee roprs tn opffiinte ntme ihtnge 
ht
 mty nop
 be opn yopcrs rstdtrs.  Foprs
extmpiee� cs,inng mcetipiee ntmes, 
hrsopcghopc
 dinfersen
 times, oprs pieties, inn yopcrs einre.

I
 cs,ed 
op be 
ht
 pieoppiee iopced cs,e tny ntme 
hey wtn
ed opn even opffiinte dopicmen
s, einee s,opiinte s,eicrsin
y
itrsds,� pits,s,pioprs
s,� drsinvers’s, einiens,es,� woprse dopicmen
s,� e
i.� pirsopvinded 
ht
 
he dinfersen
 ntme wts, nop
 cs,ed 
roprs irsinminnte titivinties,.  Mtny opr opcrs ieinen
s, even htve ninientmes, opn 
heinrs opffiinte dopicmen
s,. In 
he pits,
� 
tee 
ht
 wts, needed wts, roprs 
he pierss,opn 
op s,
t
e 
ht
 
hey trse “ftes,op enopwn ts,  s,opme op
hers ntme oprs 
op 
pirsopvinde t “fStme Ntme Affdtvin
  
op tddrses,s, 
hes,e dinfersen
 ntmes,.

Dce 
op ihtnges, inn 
he etw� 
hins, pirsopies,s, hts, gopten mcih moprse dinffice
.  Therse ins, t whopee s,egmen
 opr opcrs 
rsetderss, 
ht
 mty need 
op htve tn “fopffiinte ntme ihtnge  inn oprsders 
op mtee 
heinrs opffiinte dopicmen
s, 
iopns,ins,
en
 
op pirsopve whop 
hey trse.

Foprs inns,
tnie� 
hey mty htve cs,ed 
heinrs mtinden oprs tngeiniinzed ntme inn 
heinrs woprse einre� tnd 
heinrs mtrsrsined oprs
binrs
h ntme inn 
heinrs pierss,opnte einre.  Sopme pieoppiee trse nop
 even s,crse opr 
heinrs eegte ntme.  Therseroprse� 
hey 
htve opffiinte dopicmen
s, einee 
heinrs drsinvers’s, einiens,e� Sopiinte Seicrsin
y Cartrsd� pits,s,pioprs
� inns,crstnie itrsds,� 
piens,inopn rseioprsds,� Medinitrse itrsds,� e
i. inn t vtrsine
y opr ntmes,.

Ir yopc wtn
 
op ge
 t drsinvers’s, einiens,e tnd need s,inx piopinn
s, opr indentiiittiopn� yopc mty nop
 be tbee 
op pirsopvinde 

hins, beitcs,e yopcrs opffiinte dopicmen
s, dopn’
 mt
ih.  Ae
ersnttiveey� yopc mty nop
 be tbee 
op pirsopve whop yopc 
trse roprs 
he piens,inopn iopmpitny� s,opiinte s,eicrsin
y� Medinitrse� oprs btne inn oprsders 
op iopeeei
 yopcrs piens,inopn oprs woprse 
benei
s, beitcs,e yopcrs drsinvers’s, einiens,e oprs op
hers opffiinte dopicmen
s, trse nop
 inn yopcrs binrs
h ntme.

I enopw 
hins, irss,
thtnd� ts, I htd 
op dete win
h my hcs,btnd’s, ntme dins,pitrsin
y tfters he dined.  My hcs,btnd wts,
boprsn inn I
tey tnd ntmed Gincs,epipie� bc
 he cs,ed “fJope  rsegcetrsey inn hins, dtyt
optdty einre.  A
 
he woprss,
 time inn
my einre� I wts, deteinng win
h 
hins, s,in
cttiopn.  Foprs
cnt
eey� I tm tn ttoprsney tnd htve 
he 
rstinninng 
op htndee 

hins, ins,s,ce� bc
 in
 wts, s,tiee emoptiopnteey drstinninng.

We wtn
 
op teers
 opcrs rsetderss, 
op 
hins, piop
entite s,in
cttiopn� s,op 
ht
 
hey itn tddrses,s, in
 beroprse in
 beiopmes, t 
rsete ins,s,ce.  We� t
 
he Pt
opn Ltw Finrsm� htve heepied pieoppiee win
h ntme ihtnges,� tnd we wtn
 
op mtee 

hins, pirsopies,s, ts, pitinnees,s, ts, piops,s,inbee. 


